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SECTION 01

Welcome to 11 Gowanbrae
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Rosemarkie Beach

Your home in Rosemarkie

We hope you enjoy a comfortable and relaxing stay at 11 Gowanbrae, our two-bedroom home in the
peaceful seaside village of Rosemarkie on the Black Isle. Sleeping up to four guests, it is a welcoming base
for enjoying the village, the Moray Firth coastline and the wider Highlands.

Rosemarkie Beach is only a few minutes' walk away, with a play park just a short walk from the house.
Village walks, countryside and the coast are close at hand.

A wonderful base for exploring

From here you can discover the Black Isle, Inverness, Loch Ness, the Cairngorms and sections of the North
Coast 500, while returning to the peace of Rosemarkie at the end of the day. This guide brings together
practical information, local recommendations and ideas for exploring further afield.

Welcome to 11 Gowanbrae — and enjoy your stay!

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Don't feel you have to rush. Leave time simply to enjoy Rosemarkie, the beach and the changing views
across the Moray Firth.

A warm Highland welcome
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SECTION 02 i

Everything you are most likely to need during your stay.

Arrival & departure Details

Check-in / check-out From 4:00pm / by 10:00am

Self check-in Lockbox beside the front door. Your code will be provided with your arrival
information.

Wi-Fi Network: HB-dd1a20 | Password: 8885798ad1

Parking Usually convenient on-street parking directly outside; no dedicated or
numbered space.

Heating & hot water

Heating How to use

Storage heaters Electric storage heaters operate on a timer.

Bedroom heaters Switch on manually at their sockets.

Bathroom towel rail Operated by its socket.

Living-room fireplace Electric warm-air fireplace. Socket to the right; controls concealed inside
the burner door.

Hot water The host ensures the hot-water switch is on before arrival.

Around the house

Item Information

Television 43-inch Philips TV, HDMI/USB; streaming with your own accounts. Booklet
beside TV.

Kitchen Beko hob/oven, microwave, fridge/freezer, kettle and toaster. Booklets beside
appliances; no coffee machine.

Laundry Washing machine; no tumble dryer. Iron and board in kitchen pantry.

Bedrooms Hairdryer in king-size bedroom wardrobe; travel cot on request.

Bins & recycling Main bins between the two garden sheds: blue paper/cardboard, green plastic,
black landfill, brown garden. Food waste under sink, then grey bin outside
back door. Host puts main bins out.

House rules
• No smoking inside; garden smoking is permitted if cigarettes are extinguished and disposed of
carefully.
• No pets, parties, large gatherings or barbecue.
• Please respect neighbours and the property.
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Useful Information
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Help, health & emergencies
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Service Contact Details

Emergency services 999 or 112

NHS 24 111

Police non-emergency 101

Coastguard 999 or 112 Ask for Coastguard

Medical help

Medical help Contact Details

Fortrose Medical Practice 01381 622000 Station Road, Fortrose IV10 8SY

Boots Pharmacy, Fortrose 01381 621524 47 High Street, Fortrose IV10 8SU

Raigmore Hospital 01463 704000 Old Perth Road, Inverness IV2 3UJ;
24-hour Emergency Department

11 Gowanbrae contacts
Host Ken Hossack: +44 7876 825860
Yashoda: +44 7563 848337

11 Gowanbrae — open in Maps

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Keep this section handy. It contains the practical information and emergency contacts you are most likely
to need.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=11+Gowanbrae+Crescent+Rosemarkie+IV10+8UQ
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SECTION 03

A peaceful seaside village with a remarkable past.

A village with a long story
Rosemarkie has been an important settlement for more than a thousand years. Its early
Christian and Pictish heritage is especially well represented in the carved stones preserved
at Groam House Museum.

The village today
The High Street, sheltered beach and surrounding countryside make Rosemarkie a lovely
place to explore at an unhurried pace. Fortrose, Chanonry Point and Fairy Glen are all close
by.

6

About Rosemarkie

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Enjoy Rosemarkie itself. A walk along the shore and a little time in the village can be as rewarding as a
longer day out.

Rosemarkie High Street from yesteryear

Welcome to Rosemarkie

https://groamhouse.org.uk/
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SECTION 04

Things to Do Locally
Some of the best experiences on the Black Isle are right on the doorstep.
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Place What to enjoy

Rosemarkie Beach A sheltered beach for rock pooling, beachcombing and paddling.

Fairy Glen Woodland walk to two waterfalls; steps and muddy sections.

Rosemarkie Caves Historic sea-cave coastline; check tides and conditions.

Groam House Museum Pictish carved stones and the George Bain Collection.

Chanonry Point Shore-based dolphin watching; sightings are never guaranteed.

Fortrose Cathedral & Harbour Medieval ruins and a pleasant harbour stroll.

The shoreline beyond Caird's Cave becomes rough and can be impassable at high tide. Do not treat the
entire cave coastline as an easy beach stroll.

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Start locally. There is plenty to enjoy within a few minutes of the house.

Exploring the Rosemarkie caves Fairy Glen waterfalls

Chanonry Point lighthouse

https://groamhouse.org.uk/
https://www.visitscotland.com/info/towns-villages/rosemarkie-p235481
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/lochness/Fairyglen.shtml
https://www.nosas.co.uk/rosemarkiecavesproject
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/places/fortrose-cathedral/
https://www.black-isle.info/Chanonry-Point
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SECTION 05

Local flavours, favourite stops and a few simple pleasures.

Our local favourites
Crofters is a favourite for breakfast, lunch and dinner, while Comforts Fish & Chips in
Fortrose is ideal for an easy supper by the Moray Firth. For pastries, pies and cakes, Bakhoos
Bakery is well worth a visit, and Rosemarkie Beach Café is perfectly placed for a seaside
stop.

Local produce
Look out for Scottish cheeses, Highland beef and venison, locally landed seafood, artisan
breads and cakes, preserves, craft beers and spirits. A simple picnic can be every bit as
memorable as a formal meal.

Black Isle producers
Black Isle Brewery, at Old Allangrange near Munlochy, has been making organic craft beer
since 1998. Its farm setting, shop and visitor experience make it an enjoyable local stop.
Black Isle Dairy at Rootfield Farm is particularly known for artisan ice cream made using milk
from its own herd, together with yoghurt, fresh milk and other local produce.

Black Isle Brewery — visitor information

Black Isle Dairy — information

Local produce

8

A Taste of the Black Isle

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Try something local. A relaxed breakfast, bakery stop, local ice cream or fish and chips by the water can
be as much a part of the Black Isle experience as sightseeing.

Black Isle Brewery

https://www.blackislebrewery.com/
https://blackisledairy.co.uk/
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SECTION 06

One of Scotland's great touring routes, with selected sections within reach of 11 Gowanbrae.

B

The North Coast 500 is a circular touring route of around 516 miles / 830 km, beginning and
ending in Inverness. It links dramatic coast, mountains, villages and historic sites. Allow at
least 5–7 days for the whole circuit.

From 11 Gowanbrae
You do not need to drive the entire route to enjoy it. Sections of the east coast, Wester Ross
and the far north can be explored as individual day trips. Section 16 gives suggested scenic
drives starting and finishing at 11 Gowanbrae.

9

On the road to DrumbegOn the road to Drumbeg

The North Coast 500

Towards Ullapool

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Don't race the NC500. Choose a section, stop often and enjoy it properly.
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Highlights & responsible touring

Region Highlights

West Applecross, Torridon, Ullapool, Lochinver and Durness

North Thurso, John o' Groats and the far-north coastline

East Dornoch, Dunrobin Castle and the Sutherland coast

Driving well on Highland roads
Drive on the left and be prepared for narrow and single-track roads. Use passing places
correctly, never park in them, and allow faster traffic behind you to pass. Give cyclists,
walkers, animals and local residents consideration.

Motorhomes & larger vehicles
Official NC500 guidance advises that some roads are unsuitable for larger vehicles, including
Bealach na Bà and the B869 Drumbeg route. Check current advice before travelling.

Travel responsibly
Use proper car parks and facilities, take litter away, respect communities and private land,
and remember that these roads are part of everyday life for local people.

Dunrobin Castle

10

Official NC500 map and route

Dunrobin Castle

Bealach na Bà

https://www.northcoast500.com/
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SECTION 07

A few Highland distilleries within reach of 11 Gowanbrae.

Glenmorangie

Distillery Approx. journey time Details

Glenmorangie, Tain 50–55 mins Tours and tastings.

The Singleton of Glen Ord, Muir of Ord 25–30 mins Visitor centre, tours and tastings.

The Dalmore, Alness 25–30 mins Check current visitor access.

GlenWyvis, Dingwall 25–30 mins Community-owned distillery.

Balblair, Edderton 50–55 mins Historic Highland distillery.

Tomatin 45–50 mins Visitor centre and tours.

A little whisky vocabulary
Single malt: whisky made at one distillery using malted barley. Maturation: ageing in oak
casks. A dram: a small serving. Slàinte mhath means 'Good health!'

Book tours ahead and check current visitor arrangements. Scotland has strict drink-driving
laws. Save your dram for later or appoint a designated driver.

11

Whisky & Distilleries

The Dalmore Distillery The Singleton of Glen Ord

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Choose one or two distilleries and reserve your tour before the day.

https://www.glenmorangie.com/
https://www.malts.com/en-gb/distilleries/the-singleton-of-glen-ord/
https://www.thedalmore.com/
https://www.glenwyvis.com/
https://www.balblair.com/
https://www.tomatin.com/
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SECTION 08

From easy village strolls to longer coastal routes.

The Eathie coast

Walk Difficulty Distance / time What to expect

Rosemarkie Village &
Beach

Easy From the house Village and shoreline stroll.

Fairy Glen Easy 2 mi / 3.3 km; ~1 hr Woodland, waterfalls, steps and mud.

Beach & Hillockhead Moderate 5.75 mi / 9.25 km;
2.5–3.5 hrs

Coastal circuit; rough ground and
tides.

Ord Hill Moderate 2.75 mi / 4.5 km; ~1 hr Woodland, Iron Age fort and views.

Eathie Coast Moderate 2.75 mi / 4.5 km; 1–2 hrs Woodland and coastal paths; steep
sections.

Fyrish Monument Moderate 3.75 mi / 6 km; 2–2.5 hrs Woodland climb; 292 m ascent and
panoramic firth views.

Rosemarkie to Cromarty Challenging 9.25 mi / 15 km; 5–5.5
hrs

Long coastal walk; ~400 m ascent.

Walking safely
Wear suitable footwear, take water and an extra layer, and check the forecast. Coastal
routes may be tide-dependent. For longer or more remote walks, do not rely solely on your
phone for navigation; carry an appropriate map or backup and let someone know your plans.
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View from Fyrish MonumentView from Fyrish Monument

Walks & Walking

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip

Fairy Glen is a lovely first walk.

Walkhighlands - detailed walks and route maps | Check tide times

https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/lochness/Fairyglen.shtml
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/lochness/rosemarkie.shtml
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/lochness/ord-hill.shtml
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/lochness/Eathie.shtml
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/ullapool/fyrish-monument.shtml
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/lochness/Cromartycoast.shtml
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/ullapool/fyrish-monument.shtml
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/
https://www.tidetimes.org.uk/
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Golf & Nearby Courses
From the links at Chanonry Point to celebrated Highland courses.
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Fortrose & Rosemarkie Golf Club
A very local welcome

Only around 5–10 minutes from 11 Gowanbrae, Fortrose & Rosemarkie Golf Club occupies the Chanonry
peninsula between the Moray Firth and the inner firth. Golf has been played here since 1793, and visitors
are welcome.

Course Approx. journey timeDetails

Fortrose & Rosemarkie 5–10 mins Historic local links; visitors welcome

The Nairn Golf Club 30–35 mins Championship links on the Moray Firth

Cabot Highlands / Castle Stuart 30–35 mins Modern championship links near Inverness

Tain Golf Club 50–55 mins Traditional Highland links

Royal Dornoch About 1 hr 15 World-renowned championship links

Royal Dornoch

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Book your golf early, particularly in summer. Fortrose & Rosemarkie is the perfect local first round.

Royal Dornoch is the longest drive in this selection, but for keen golfers it can be a memorable Highland
day out. Green fees and visitor availability change, so check current information before travelling.

https://www.fortrosegolfclub.co.uk/
https://www.nairngolfclub.co.uk/
https://cabot.com/highlands/golf/castle-stuart/
https://www.tain-golfclub.co.uk/
https://royaldornoch.com/
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Local Shops & Essential Services
The practical things you may need during your stay.
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Place Information

SPAR Rosemarkie Everyday groceries and essentials on the High Street.

Co-op Fortrose A larger nearby option for groceries and general supplies.

Scotmid Avoch Another useful local food shop.

Avoch Post Office Postal services.

Boots Pharmacy, Fortrose Nearest pharmacy; check current opening information.

Cash Usually available at the Co-op in Fortrose.

Fuel Fill up before heading into more remote parts of the Highlands.

Local buses Connections towards Inverness and around the Black Isle; check
live timetables.

Emergency & useful contacts
Emergency: 999 or 112 • NHS 24: 111 • Police non-emergency: 101
Host Ken Hossack: 07876 825860 • Yashoda: 07563 848337

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Stock up before a big day out. Pick up food, water and fuel before heading into less populated areas.

Fortrose Co-op SPAR Rosemarkie

https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=SPAR+Rosemarkie%2C+Scotland
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Co-op+Fortrose%2C+Scotland
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Scotmid+Avoch%2C+Scotland
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Avoch+Post+Office%2C+Scotland
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Boots+Pharmacy%2C+Fortrose%2C+Scotland
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=cash+machine+Fortrose+Scotland
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=petrol+station+Black+Isle+Scotland
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables
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Crofters, Rosemarkie A personal favourite for delicious breakfasts, lunches and
dinners.

Rosemarkie Beach Café Coffee, cake and something light beside the beach.

The Plough Inn, Rosemarkie Traditional village pub.

Comforts Fish & Chips, Fortrose A favourite for an easy takeaway supper.

Bakhoos Bakery, Fortrose Pies, pastries, bread and cakes.

IV10 Café Bar Deli, Fortrose Relaxed café-bar and deli.

Happy Garden, Avoch Nearby Chinese takeaway.

The Anderson, Fortrose An evening meal or drink.

Eating at 11 Gowanbrae: Bring something back and enjoy the house. Check opening days,
menus and serving times before setting out; book ahead for busy evenings.

SECTION 11

A handful of places worth knowing about, from breakfast to relaxed evening meals.
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The Plough InnThe Plough Inn

Eating & Drinking Locally

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Start local. Crofters for breakfast, lunch or dinner, or fish and chips followed by a Moray Firth walk, are
hard to beat.

Crofters, Rosemarkie

https://www.crofterscafe.co.uk/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Rosemarkie%20Beach%20Cafe
https://www.theploughinnrosemarkie.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Comforts%20Fish%20and%20Chips%20Fortrose
https://www.bakhoosbakery.com/
https://www.iv10.net/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Happy%20Garden%20Avoch
https://www.theanderson.co.uk/
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The Moray Firth is part of everyday life in Rosemarkie.
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Rosemarkie Beach
A mixture of sand, shingle and rocky sections, the beach is ideal for strolling, paddling,
beachcombing, rock-pool exploring and birdwatching. Keep an eye on the water too: dolphins, seals
and occasionally otters may be seen around the firth.

Chanonry Point
One of Britain's best-known shore-based places for watching bottlenose dolphins. Sightings are
never guaranteed, but the rising tide can improve your chances. The road and parking can become
very busy, so walking from Rosemarkie or Fortrose can be a pleasant alternative.

16

Beaches & Coastal Activities

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Keep looking at the water. Dolphins do not keep to a timetable.

Rosemarkie Beach

Chanonry Point
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Fortrose Harbour
The small harbour at Fortrose is an attractive place for a wander and another good spot to
enjoy the firth. Combine it with Fortrose village or continue towards Chanonry Point.

Coastal wildlife
Look out for bottlenose dolphins, seals, porpoises, otters, seabirds and occasional minke
whales.

Sea safety
The sea around the Black Isle can be cold and conditions can change quickly. Take care on
wet rocks, supervise children closely and be aware of tides and currents. For organised
wildlife trips, see Section 17.

Check local tide times

Birdlife on the Moray Firth

Dolphins off Rosemarkie

Fortrose Harbour
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Birdlife on the Moray Firth

Dolphins off Rosemarkie

https://www.tidetimes.org.uk/
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Rosemarkie and Fortrose have a remarkable story stretching from the Picts to the medieval
cathedral.
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Groam House Museum
The museum on Rosemarkie High Street preserves an outstanding collection of Pictish sculpture,
including the 2.6-metre Rosemarkie Cross-Slab, dating from around the 8th century. It also holds the
George Bain Collection of Celtic art and design.

Fortrose Cathedral
The Diocese of Ross was established in the 12th century. Rosemarkie was its first cathedral centre
before the seat moved to Fortrose in the 13th century. The surviving cathedral ruins date from the
13th century, with later medieval additions.

Rosemarkie Caves
The caves along the coast have produced archaeological evidence of human activity over many
centuries, including Iron Age and Pictish-period finds. Caird's Cave is an especially interesting
example. See Section 4 for the suggested visit and coastal safety advice.

18

Groam House Museum

Exploring the caves

Groam House Museum

Exploring the caves

Groam House Museum

Exploring the caves

Groam House Museum

Exploring the caves

History, Heritage & Culture

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Start at Groam House for an introduction to the area's history. Check current opening arrangements
before visiting.

https://groamhouse.org.uk/visit
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/places/fortrose-cathedral/
https://her.highland.gov.uk/theme/THG6375
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Family Days Out
There is plenty for families within easy reach of 11 Gowanbrae.
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Place Approx. journey time Details

Rosemarkie Beach & Play
Park

A few minutes'
walk

Beach, rock pools and play park close to the
house.

Wildwoodz, Munlochy 25–30 mins Outdoor adventures; check activities and book
ahead.

Fort George 25–30 mins Ramparts, barrack rooms and the Highlanders'
Museum.

Cawdor Castle 35–40 mins Castle, gardens, nature trails and the Big Wood.

Whin Park, Inverness About 30 mins Play areas and Ness Islands nearby.

Landmark, Carrbridge 1 hr 10–20 mins A full family day of adventure attractions.

Groam House and also offer interesting history for children. For the Rosemarkie Caves, see
Section 4 for the full information and safety advice. For wet-weather alternatives, see Section 18.

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Don't underestimate the simple days. A morning on the beach or at the play park can be every bit as
enjoyable as a big day out.

Cawdor Castle

Fort George

Landmark Forest Adventure Park

https://www.wildwoodz.co.uk/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/places/fort-george/
https://www.cawdorcastle.com/
https://www.landmarkpark.co.uk/
https://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/attractions/whin-park-90254ac2
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Exploring Further Afield
Some of the Highlands' best-known landscapes and attractions are within comfortable day-trip reach.
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Place Approx. journey time Details

Inverness 25–30 mins City centre, River Ness, shopping and
museums.

Inverness Castle Experience 25–30 mins Immersive Highland stories, exhibitions and city
views.

Culloden Battlefield About 30 mins Moving historic battlefield and visitor centre.

Loch Ness & Urquhart Castle 45–50 mins Loch scenery and dramatic castle ruins.

Beauly 25–30 mins Village, priory ruins and an easy half-day.

Cawdor & Nairn 35–40 mins Castle and gardens, then the coast.

Cromarty 15–20 mins Historic harbour village.

Aviemore & Cairngorms 1½–2 hrs Mountains, forests, Loch Morlich and the
funicular.

Loch Ness from Urquhart Castle

Inverness

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Choose one area and enjoy it properly rather than trying to fit several distant destinations into one day.

https://invernesscastle.scot/
https://www.nts.org.uk/visit/places/culloden
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/places/urquhart-castle/
https://www.cawdorcastle.com/
https://cairngorms.co.uk/


11 GOWANBRAE  /  ROSEMARKIE

SECTION 15  /  CONTINUED

A closer look at three memorable Highland attractions.

11 Gowanbrae • The Black Isle

Inverness Castle Experience
The transformed castle offers an immersive journey through Highland stories, culture and
landscapes, with exhibitions, a bistro and panoramic city views. Allow around 2–3 hours and check
current ticket availability.

Culloden Battlefield
The Battle of Culloden was fought on 16 April 1746, bringing the final Jacobite Rising to a tragic end.
The National Trust for Scotland visitor centre presents the conflict through artefacts, interactive
displays and a 360-degree battle immersion theatre. Outside, explore the battlefield, memorials and
restored Leanach Cottage. It is a powerful and moving visit.

Cairngorm Mountain Railway
The funicular climbs to the Ptarmigan building at around 1,097 metres. Mountain weather can affect
operations, so check the current status before travelling.

21

Inverness Castle

Culloden Battlefield

Cairngorm Mountain Railway

Inverness Castle

Culloden Battlefield

Cairngorm Mountain Railway

Inverness Castle Experience

https://www.nts.org.uk/visit/places/culloden
https://www.cairngormmountain.co.uk/
https://invernesscastle.scot/
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Seven suggested drives starting and finishing at 11 Gowanbrae.

11 Gowanbrae • The Black Isle

Choose a route to suit the weather, daylight and time you want to spend on the road. Journey times are
approximate and do not include sightseeing stops. Click a drive for its suggested route.

Drive Approx. journey
time

Suggested stops

Black Isle & Easter Ross 1–1½ hrs each way Dingwall, Evanton, Alness, Cromarty Firth

Dornoch & Sutherland Coast 1 hr to Dornoch Dornoch, Golspie, Brora

Wester Ross & Ullapool 1½ hrs to Ullapool Garve, Loch Glascarnoch, Ullapool

Applecross 2½ hrs Lochcarron, Bealach na Bà, Applecross

Assynt & Lochinver 2 hrs to Lochinver Ullapool, Knockan Crag, Lochinver

The Far North 2½–3 hrs to John o'
Groats

Thurso, Dunnet, John o' Groats, Duncansby

The Cairngorms 1½–2 hrs to Aviemore Inverness, Aviemore, Loch Morlich

22

Scenic Drives & North Coast 500 Day Trips

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Allow time for unplanned stops. A shorter drive with a relaxed lunch and a few viewpoints often makes
the best day.

Cromarty Bridge

Achmelvich Beach

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&origin=11+Gowanbrae+Crescent%2C+Rosemarkie+IV10+8UQ&destination=11+Gowanbrae+Crescent%2C+Rosemarkie+IV10+8UQ&travelmode=driving&waypoints=Dingwall%7CEvanton%7CAlness%7CCromarty
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&origin=11+Gowanbrae+Crescent%2C+Rosemarkie+IV10+8UQ&destination=11+Gowanbrae+Crescent%2C+Rosemarkie+IV10+8UQ&travelmode=driving&waypoints=Dornoch%7CGolspie%7CBrora
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&origin=11+Gowanbrae+Crescent%2C+Rosemarkie+IV10+8UQ&destination=11+Gowanbrae+Crescent%2C+Rosemarkie+IV10+8UQ&travelmode=driving&waypoints=Lochcarron%7CBealach+na+B%C3%A0%7CApplecross
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&origin=11+Gowanbrae+Crescent%2C+Rosemarkie+IV10+8UQ&destination=11+Gowanbrae+Crescent%2C+Rosemarkie+IV10+8UQ&travelmode=driving&waypoints=Ullapool%7CKnockan+Crag%7CLochinver
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&origin=11+Gowanbrae+Crescent%2C+Rosemarkie+IV10+8UQ&destination=11+Gowanbrae+Crescent%2C+Rosemarkie+IV10+8UQ&travelmode=driving&waypoints=Thurso%7CDunnet+Head%7CJohn+o%27+Groats%7CDuncansby+Head
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&origin=11+Gowanbrae+Crescent%2C+Rosemarkie+IV10+8UQ&destination=11+Gowanbrae+Crescent%2C+Rosemarkie+IV10+8UQ&travelmode=driving&waypoints=Garve%2C+Scotland%7CLoch+Glascarnoch%2C+Scotland%7CUllapool%2C+Scotland
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&origin=11%20Gowanbrae%20Crescent%2C%20Rosemarkie%20IV10%208UQ&destination=11%20Gowanbrae%20Crescent%2C%20Rosemarkie%20IV10%208UQ&travelmode=driving&waypoints=Inverness%2C%20Scotland%7CAviemore%2C%20Scotland%7CLoch%20Morlich%2C%20Scotland
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SECTION 16  /  CONTINUED

Applecross & Bealach na Bà
The Bealach na Bà is spectacular but steep, narrow and demanding. It is unsuitable for some larger
vehicles and inexperienced drivers. Check current road and vehicle advice; an alternative road to
Applecross is available.

Single-track roads
Use passing places to allow oncoming vehicles through and faster traffic behind you to pass. Never park
in a passing place. Give cyclists, walkers, animals and residents plenty of room.

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip

Don't race the Highlands. Leave time for viewpoints, beaches and unexpected stops.

Kylesku Bridge

John o' Groats

Bealach na Bà
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SECTION 17

From wildlife boat trips and cycling to mountain biking, fishing and outdoor adventures.

Activity Where Details

Avoch Dolphin Trips Avoch Wildlife-watching boat trips; sightings are
never guaranteed.

EcoVentures Cromarty Cromarty Wildlife-watching RIB trips; check conditions
and availability.

Cycling / Black Isle Bicycles Black Isle Bike hire and route information; quiet roads
and varied countryside.

Learnie Red Rock Trails near Rosemarkie Purpose-built forest mountain-bike trails.

Fishing Black Isle & Beauly
area

Check permits, seasons and local rules.

Wildlife & birdwatching Coast & countryside Dolphins, seals, seabirds and other wildlife.

Wildwoodz Munlochy Outdoor activities including laser tag and
archery.

Check availability, age restrictions, equipment requirements and conditions before booking.
For the Rosemarkie Caves, see Section 4.

Wildlife watching from Cromarty
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Learnie Red Rock TrailsLearnie Red Rock Trails

Outdoor Activities & Adventures

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Try something new. A wildlife trip, cycle ride or a few hours outdoors can give you a different view of the
Black Isle.

https://www.dolphintripsavoch.co.uk/
https://www.ecoventures.co.uk/
https://blackislebicycles.co.uk/
https://forestryandland.gov.scot/visit/destinations/learnie-red-rocks
https://www.wildwoodz.co.uk/
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Inverness Leisure The Highlanders' Museum

Place Where Details

Black Isle Leisure Centre Fortrose Sports and fitness; no swimming pool.

Inverness Leisure about 30 mins Main and leisure pools; check the live
timetable.

Dingwall Leisure Centre 30–35 mins Swimming and leisure facilities; session
times vary.

Groam House Museum Rosemarkie Pictish stones and Celtic art.

The Highlanders' Museum Fort George Military history and regimental collections.

Inverness Castle Experience Inverness Immersive Highland stories and exhibitions.

Culloden Visitor Centre near Inverness Historic interpretation, artefacts and indoor
displays.

Inverness Museum & Art
Gallery

Inverness Highland history, art and culture.

Eden Court Inverness Theatre, cinema and arts.

Cinema, bowling & indoor fun Inverness Vue, Hollywood Bowl and Innoflate.

Or simply enjoy 11 Gowanbrae: Put the fire on, read, watch a film or enjoy an unhurried
meal before heading out when the weather clears.

SECTION 18

A wet day need not be a lost day.
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Rainy Days & Indoor Activities

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Keep one rainy-day idea in reserve. A flexible plan often works better than reorganising the whole day.

https://www.groamhouse.org.uk/
https://www.thehighlandersmuseum.com/
https://invernesscastle.scot/
https://www.nts.org.uk/visit/places/culloden
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Vue%20Cinema%20Inverness
https://www.groamhouse.org.uk/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/places/fort-george/
https://invernesscastle.scot/
https://www.highlifehighland.com/leisure-centres/inverness-leisure-centre
https://www.highlifehighland.com/leisure-centres/black-isle-leisure-centre
https://www.highlifehighland.com/leisure-centres/dingwall-leisure-centre
https://www.highlifehighland.com/attractions/inverness-museum-and-art-gallery
https://eden-court.co.uk/your-visit
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SECTION 19

Local Events, Markets & Seasonal Highlights
A flavour of the Black Isle's community calendar.

11 Gowanbrae • The Black Isle 26

St Boniface Fair
Held in Fortrose, this colourful community fair recreates the atmosphere of an historic burgh fair, with a
parade, period dress, local produce, crafts, refreshments and entertainment around the cathedral
grounds.

The Black Isle Show
One of the north of Scotland's major agricultural shows, held at Muir of Ord. Expect livestock, horses,
competitions, displays, food, trade stands and plenty of Highland character.

Throughout the year
Also look out for village fairs, craft and produce markets, sporting events, classic vehicles, community
celebrations and seasonal activities. Around Christmas and New Year, local notices are often the best
source for smaller events and gatherings.

What's On | Black-Isle Info

St Boniface Fair The Black Isle Show

Bonfire Night

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Check what's on while you're here. A quick look at live community listings can reveal something you
would never have planned in advance.

https://blackisleshow.com/
https://blackisleshow.com/
https://www.black-isle.info/calendar
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SECTION 20

Making the Most of Your Stay at 11 Gowanbrae
Leave a little room for the moments you did not plan.

11 Gowanbrae • The Black Isle 27

Slow down and enjoy where you are

Walk to the beach without checking the time. Sit in the garden with a cup of tea. Watch the light change
over the Moray Firth. The Black Isle is at its best when there is time to notice the little things.

Enjoy 11 Gowanbrae

We hope the house feels like somewhere you can properly relax, whether after a long walk, an early
adventure or a quiet day at home.

Before you leave
✓  Check you have all personal belongings.

✓  Leave used towels as requested.

✓  Close windows and lock the property.

✓  Return the key to the lockbox.

✓  Take a final look around.

✓  Please write a few words in our Guest Book.

Slàinte mhath — Good health — and thank you for staying at 11 Gowanbrae!

A quiet moment at Rosemarkie Beach

11 Gowanbrae Guest Tip
Don't try to see everything. Leave something for next time.



Haste Ye Back
We hope to welcome you to 11 Gowanbrae again.
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